ANIMATED YARNS

What does it mean? Inspiring stories, energizing stories. Lively stories, dramatised story.
Telling of animated yarns is an essential part of Cub Programme. The Good story- teller is made, not born. Story telling has been recognised as an important element in educating children and it should be the most predominant feature of all Cub training.
Why ?
· Obvious adjunct to romantic background of Cubbing.
· Natural means of teaching many things.
· Uses boy’s tendency to hero worship.
· Helps to establish happy relationship between Pack and Akela.
When ?
· Occasionally as a animated yarn Pack meeting. 
Who ?
· You as Akela.
· All old Wolves.
· Instructors and other Scouters.
Story telling by different personalities will have lasting effect.
How ?
· Good coordination between narrator and helper.
· Story must run swiftly and smoothly.
· It is not an ordinary pack meeting, but an animated yarn / animated pack meeting. 
· There is no make up or dressing up.
· You might not be very good at first but you can learn and you will improve.

Points that should help :-
· Read For enjoyment of story and get atmosphere – you must see the action in your eyes.
· Re-read – note carefully, character sequence.
· Decide a point of story.
· Tell to yourself how much do you remember.
· Check back for points missed.
· Make a few notes and headings if helpful.
· Make sure of good beginning and good ending.
· You must enjoy it yourself. Impossible to tell conveniently if you are not in sympathy with it.
· Speak clearly and naturally.
· Plan activities according to the stories. 
· The helper should carry out the activities as the Cub Master pauses in narrating the story. 
· All cubs should be able to see narrators face (Cub Master) and you theirs.
· If there is any moral – let the story tell it – not you.
· Select the cub activity to suit the animated yarn in the animated yarn / animated pack meeting. 
What ?
· You must read and read the books in Public Library a valuable source of suitable stories.
· Jungle tales – obviously.
· Stories on Radio/TV.
Type of Animated Yarns ?
· The yarns “Adventurous” – Things happen – Right Triumph.
· The yarn “Instructive”.
· The yarn “Good Turn” – Just told because we enjoy it.
· The yarn “Inspiring” – Stories from life etc.
· The yarn historical, religion, heroic, imaginary.
What to Avoid ?
· Sentimental yarns
· Fairies (Knight can solve many problems).
· Ghost stories.
FINALLY
	This is an art you must acquire. You can if you are determined.

